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To Qualified Bidders: 
 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS / QUALIFICATIONS 
 
The County of Los Angeles is soliciting proposals from qualified firms to serve as 
underwriter for a current refunding and potentially a new money financing for Los 
Angeles County Flood Control District (District).  The County expects to issue bonds 
through the Public Works Financing Authority to refund on a current basis approximately 
$147.6 million in outstanding Los Angeles County Public Works Financing Authority 
Capital Construction and Refunding Bonds issued for the Flood Control District in 1993 
(see attached selected pages of Official Statement – Attachment I) and to finance 
approximately $35 million in new projects.  The new projects include a seismic retrofit 
and refurbishment of the Public Works Headquarters, and renovation of the parking lot. 
 
It is currently our intention to issue the refunding bonds on a negotiated basis. The 
Treasurer’s office is reviewing the feasibility of issuing the new money portion of the 
bonds through a competitive bid process.  If this is the case, the County and the District 
have determined that it is in the best interest of the District that all qualified firms be 
allowed to bid on these bonds. Therefore, in accordance with Section 53591 of the 
California Government Code, the County and the District expressly consent that any 
firm selected by this bid process, may participate either directly or indirectly, in the 
competitive bid process for this portion of the bonds. 
 
Proposal Submission 
 
Proposals must answer each question in the format prescribed in the attached Proposal 
Format.  Two copies of each proposal must be submitted no later than 4 p.m. on 
Tuesday, August 27, 2002 to: 
 

Deborah Lindholm 
Assistant Treasurer and Tax Collector 

Department of Treasurer and Tax Collector 
437 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration 

500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

 
The County shall not be liable for any costs incurred in connection with the preparation 
and submission of any proposal.  The County reserves the right to waive any informality 
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in a proposal.  It is the proposer’s responsibility to ensure the County’s timely receipt of 
the proposals.  Any proposal received after the deadline will be disqualified and 
returned to firms unopened. 
 
Evaluation Process 
 
Proposals will be evaluated on the experience of the firm and primary bankers, and the 
overall cost to the County.  Address each item individually and in the order listed in the 
attached Proposal Format (Attachment II). The County reserves the sole right to judge 
the contents of the proposals submitted.  Firms submitting proposals that, in the 
County’s sole discretion, are incomplete and/or do not follow the guidelines may be 
disqualified without further consideration.   
 
Notice to Proposers Regarding the Public Records Act 
 
Responses to this request become the exclusive property of the County.  At the time 
firms are selected and their names made public, all documents shall be considered 
public records.  Exceptions will be those elements in each proposal that are defined by 
the proposer as business or trade secrets and marked “PROPRIETARY”, “TRADE 
SECRET” or “CONFIDENTIAL”. 
 
Notice to Proposers Regarding Gratuities 
 
It is improper for any County officer, employee or agent to solicit consideration in any 
form from a proposer with the implication, suggestion or statement that the proposer’s 
provision of the consideration may secure more favorable treatment for the proposer in 
the award of the contract or that the proposer’s failure to provide such consideration 
may negatively affect the County’s consideration of the proposer’s submission.  A 
proposer shall not offer or give consideration in any form, either directly or through an 
intermediary, to a County officer, employee or agent for the purpose of securing 
favorable treatment with respect to the award of the contract. 
 
A proposer shall immediately report any attempt by a County officer, employee or agent 
to solicit such improper consideration.  The report shall be made either to the County 
manager charged with the supervision of the employee or to the County Auditor-
Controller Employee Fraud Hotline at 213.974.0914 or 800.544.6861.  Failure to report 
such solicitation may result in the proposer’s submission being eliminated from 
consideration. 
 
Among other items, such improper consideration may take the form of cash, discounts, 
services, the provision of travel and entertainment, or tangible gifts. 
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Summary 
 
All proposals must be delivered timely to the office and address shown above or they 
will be disqualified from consideration.  Any questions related to this solicitation and the 
solicitation process must be directed to Deborah Lindholm at 213.974.7175.  On behalf 
of the County, we wish to express our appreciation for your support and we look forward 
to reviewing your upcoming proposal. 
 
 Very truly yours, 
 
 MARK J. SALADINO 
 TREASURER AND TAX COLLECTOR 

  
 Deborah Lindholm 
 Assistant Treasurer and Tax Collector 
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Attachment II 

 
 

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 
PUBLIC WORKS FINANCING AUTHORITY  

CAPITAL CONSTRUCTION AND REFUNDING BONDS 
(Los Angeles County Flood Control District) 

 
Proposal Format 

 
1. Using the format in the attached charts, describe your firm’s tax-exempt Special 

District experience (Attachment II-A) and refunding bond experience (Attachment 
II-B) from January 2001 to the present (do not include pending transactions).   

 
2. Identify the primary staff assigned to this issue if your firm is selected as the 

underwriter.  Please provide the following information for each individual: 
 

 name and title; 
 business address,  
 telephone and fax number; 
 role to be performed on this issue; and, 
 experience (brief summary). 

 
3. Detail your firm’s proposed gross spread and costs for refunding $147.6 million of 

the 1993 bonds, including management fee, takedown, and breakdown of 
expenses (with cap on each). In the breakdown of expenses, itemize all fees 
related to providing any Internet services in the issuance of these bonds.  If your 
firm is selected as the underwriter, this will be your maximum spread and 
allowable costs for this financing. 

 
4. The County’s current policy is to issue smaller, new money financings through a 

competitive bid. For this reason, the Treasurer’s office is considering issuing the 
$35 million in new projects through a competitive bid process, concurrent with the 
issuance of the refunding bonds on a negotiated basis. As part of our analysis, 
we will be evaluating the advantages, disadvantages and any costs associated 
with this structure. Please provide your views on the benefits and/or drawbacks 
of this strategy. This question is for informational purposes only and will not 
be included as part  of the evaluation process. 
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